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from his own point of internal harmony, may learn indeed,
but hardly measure, their difference from himself. We have
seen that the gradations of merit depend on the magnitude
of the temptation overcome; i.e. on the extent of variance
between the scales of intensity and of worth at the point of
trial, the more faithful will resisting the larger bribe; and it
needs a mind inwardly familiar with the conflict, and an
experience of some range through its varieties, to give the
Hue award of approbation or reproach, and reflect in
sympathy the glory or the shame. The love of right, there-
foie, can reach its development in all dimensions only
among beings that go wrong.

But how can a sentiment, thus contingent on the exist-
ence of sin, form the very apex of human motives, lifting
us clear above it? For Reverence^ which we have assigned
to this position, is but the supreme form of the love of right
If it could not be felt in a state of unbroken moral harmony,
what title can it have to the sacred elevation assigned to
it? Must it not be transcended by such affections as we
conceive to animate spirits of heavenly type, not to say the
Most Holy Himself? The answer is very simple. True;
the native place and whole area of service for the love of
right, is on the field of moral conflict; its work there is to
reduce and neutralise the discrepancy between the relative
energy and the relative worth of the springs of action ; and
the heart-tribute which we pay to it deepens in proportion
as its achievements in this work rise nearer to completion;
till at length, when the discord seems to have utterly died
away, and the soul to be brought into tune with all its
chords, the end of the long inward conflict is felt to be
attained, and our homage, far exceeding spoken praise, is
transfigured into silent Reverence. This sentiment, there-
fore; belongs neither to the scene of battle, nor to any
world where battle could not be; but to the last stage of
emergence from the one to the other, to the passing of the
peerless hero to the saint's rest It anticipates the ultimate
tendency of our nature's advance along the unswerving lines